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Buxton Village Hall, Mill Street, Buxton, NR10 5EN

Tel: 01603 279468

 Admissions: buxtonpreschool@outlook.com

Finance: buxtonpreschoolplaygroup@hotmail.com

Staff/Child Ratio Policy – Updated 23/09/2022
Statement
Buxton Preschool wants to give the highest level of care to all children attending every session throughout the year. However, during times of financial adversity or low enrolment the Preschool will enforce the EYFS Staff to Child ratios to reduce outgoings. 

EYFS Staff to Child Ratios 2022 – for more information please see the EYFS in full

3.28.

In settings on the early years register the manager must hold an approved level 3 qualification or above and at least half of all other staff must hold at least an approved level 2 qualification. The manager should have at least 2 years experience of working in an early years setting, or have at least two years other suitable experience. The provider must ensure there is a named deputy who in their judgement is capable and qualified to take charge in the managers absence.

3.29. 

Staffing arrangements must meet the needs of all children and ensure their safety. Providers must ensure that children are adequately supervised and decide how to deploy staff to ensure children’s needs are met. Providers must inform parents and/or carers about staff deployment, and, when relevant and practical, aim to involve them in these decisions. Children must usually be within sight and hearing of staff and always within sight or hearing. 

3.30. 

Only those aged 17 or over may be included in ratios (and staff under 17 should be supervised at all times). Students on long term placements and volunteers (aged 17 or over) and staff working as apprentices in early education (aged 16 or over) may be included in the ratios if the provider is satisfied that they are competent and responsible.   

3.31.

The ratio and qualification requirements below apply to the total number of staff available to work directly with children. For group settings providing overnight care, the relevant ratios continue to apply and at least one member of staff must be awake at all times. Exceptionally, and where the quality of care and safety and security of children is maintained, changes to the ratios may be made.  

Early years providers  

3.32. 

For children aged two:

· there must be at least one member of staff for every four children; 

· at least one member of staff must hold a full and relevant level 3 qualification; and 

· at least half of all other staff must hold a full and relevant level 2 qualification. 

3.33. 

For children aged three and over in registered early years provision where a person with Qualified Teacher Status, Early Years Professional Status, Early Years Teacher Status or another suitable level 6 qualification is working directly with the children

· there must be at least one member of staff for every 13 children

· at least one other member of staff must hold a full and relevant level 3 qualification

3.34. 

For children aged three and over at any time in registered early years provision when a person with Qualified Teacher Status, Early Years Professional Status, Ofsted may determine that providers must observe a higher staff/child ratio than outlined here to ensure the safety and welfare of children. We expect the teacher (or equivalent) to be working with children for the vast majority of the time. Where they need to be absent for short periods of time, the provider will need to ensure that quality and safety is maintained. 

Early Years Teacher Status or another suitable level 6 qualification is not working directly with the children:

· there must be at least one member of staff for every eight children

· at least one member of staff must hold a full and relevant level 3 qualification

· at least half of all other staff must hold a full and relevant level 2 qualification

Buxton Preschool Staff/Child Ratio

	Age
	No. of Children in Session
	No. of Staff in Session
	No. of Children in Session
	No. of Staff in Session

	2 year olds
	1 to 4
	1
	5 to 8
	2

	3 & 4 year olds
	1 to 8
	2
	9 to 16
	2

	Total
	1 to 12
	3
	13 to 24
	4


If there are 12 or less children in session: 3 members of staff to work session 

If there are 13 or more children in session: 4 members of staff to work session 

At regular sessions where there are over 20 children in attendance staff can request the committee for extra unpaid assistance in the form of parent/committee helpers. The committee will then put correspondence out asking for assistance with sessions.  

If a session is to regularly fall below …………… (no. of) children for a term, then the committee will need to put measures into place. 

The measures would include:

· Closing that session or other another session to collate the number of children attending sessions. 

· The preschool will have to give notice of 4 weeks to parents that a session is not running. 

· The preschool will send home a letter to parents 6 weeks before the start of the next term confirming what sessions available next term with a reply slip to be returned within 1 week. 

· Staff and committee then have 1 week to confirm to parents what sessions will be running as of next term and to correspond with individual parents if there chosen sessions are not running.   
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